spina bifida cystica, diastematomyelia and the split notochord syndrome will not receive universal acceptance, and it may be thought that the author has been carried away by his long preoccupation with the subject. However, no one interested in the congenital abnormalities of the central nervous system can afford to neglect the experiences and views presented here; although it is unlikely that the whole explanation is contained within these covers there is a great attraction about such a unified philosophy and in the surgical procedures derived from it. JOHN HANKINSON Blood Disorders due to Drugs and Other Agents edited by Ronald H Girdwood pp 281 illustrated Dfl 72 $22.30 Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica 1973 Thirteen contributors provide the twelve chapters in this book which covers the following topics: doctors and disorders of the blood; immune drug-induced hemolytic anemias; effects of drugs in erythrocyte enzyme deficiencies; drug-induced megaloblastic anmemia; aplastic anemia; chloramphenicol toxicity; benzene-induced hypoplastic anaemias and leukoemias; drug-induced agranulocytosis; drug-induced thrombocytopenia; anticoagulant-induced hemorrhages; haematological aspects of radiation exposure.
The book is essentially a review, and there is little or no new information; much of what is written is repetitive in that it is available in textbooks and other haematological publications; nevertheless, it is useful to have this information in one book. Many would not agree with the pessimistic assessment of the value of anabolic steroids in the treatment of aplastic anaemia. A surprising omission is the consideration of drug interactions in the chapter on anticoagulantinduced hemorrhage. The index contains some puzzling items: all references to platelets are listed under thrombocyte although platelet and not thrombocyte is used in the text. Under thrombocyte osmotic fragility is listed clot retraction, Stypven time and platelet survival --one vonders what strange thoughts were in the indexer's mind.
P BARKHAN
A Guide to Drug Eruptions by W Bruinsma MD pp viii + 103 Dfl 30 $10.50 Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica 1973 Every dermatologist must have had the experience of being called to see a patient in the medical or surgical wards who had a drug eruption and being asked 'Which drug?'. Such is the complexity of modern therapy that it is often impossible to give a satisfactory answer. Dr W Bruinsma has tried to overcome this difficulty in his book.
The first two chapters describe the types of adverse reaction to drugs and the diagnostic procedures which can be used in drug eruptions. These chapters are brief but valuable summaries. After this, in alphabetical order, there are chapters on each of the reaction patterns of the skin which may be seen as a response to drug therapy. This section will be of most use to dermatologists, because other physicians may not be able to categorize the skin features so accurately. Each section has a list of the common and less common drugs which cause particular types of eruption. At the end of the book there is a good reference list for further reading and then the drugs listed alphabetically with the reactions which they may provoke.
This book is not intended to, and does not, replace the standard works of reference, but may well be useful to the practising dermatologist, particularly if subsequent editions are published regularly and kept up to date. R S WELLS Fig 14-16 is the mouth of an intestinal crypt. Furthermore, some photomicrographs of histological material lack resolution and contrast; nor do they always illustrate to the best advantage the entity concerned. Comparison with the first edition suggests that certain blocks of photomicrographs illustrating cytological preparations are becoming worn and could, with advantage, be replaced. It is hoped that these blemishes will be cured in the next edition, which could well discuss also the interpretation of prostatic material obtained by the transrectal Franzen needle technique. There is an invaluable comprehensive classified bibli-ography of 48 pages that goes beyond the scope of the text to include the cytopathology of the mouth, head and neck, eye and ear, large gut and cerebrospinal fluid. The precise organization of proteins and lipids in biological membranes is still one of the major unsolved problems of the biological sciences. Although X-ray diffraction studies of membranes began some forty years ago, the structural models which it has been possible to make appear disappointingly vague by comparison with those derived for other biological structures such as hemoglobin and DNA.
At the outset of his review the author identifies the major difficulties with membranes as being due to the lack of any exact registration between the scattering elements in successive layers of a multilaminar sample and to the general fluidity of membrane structures.
The first third of the review is used to develop a most clear exposition of the theoretical aspects of X-ray diffraction studies. With this background a survey is then made of published work on the structural organization of various membrane lipids and their mixtures in aqueous media. In the last third of the book the various approaches which have been used for the interpretation of X-ray diffraction patterns from membrane preparations are considered critically. It is concluded that a lipid bilayer structure is likely but, because of the lack of indication of the presence of continuous protein coverage on the polar faces of the bilayer, that there must be invasion of the bilayer by protein.
Those who are concerned with the structural aspects of biological membranes will find this review a readily understandable account of a highly specialized field. For too long clinicians have been somewhat complacent about prognosis in this important malignant condition. While the place of major surgery, radiotherapy and steroid therapy have still not been decided, the stimulus provided by this symposium should soon provide an answer.
The discussion following each section meeting is reported verbatim; it is lengthy and contains some non-sequiturs, but it does at least give the impression of immediacy to those who were unable to be present.
DAVID WILLIAMS
Recent Advances in Otolaryngology 4 edited by Joselen Ransomes MB FRCS, Harold Holden MB FRCS DLO and T R Bull MB FRCS pp x+461 illustrated £6.50 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone 1973 The three new editors of this latest edition have departed from previous custom in several ways. All the chapters are contributed by experts with particular interests in the subjects under consideration. In addition to the three editors, there are some 15 other authors. Apart from the usual coverage, there are also chapters on the otolaryngological aspects of various general or related disciplines, e.g. haematology, bacteriology, anmsthesia and radiology.
